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   Google   v.   Intelligence  

More   than   70   percent   of   people   don’t   know   their   children’s   phone   numbers   by   heart.   This   all 

the   fault   of   technology.   If   technology   wasn’t   around   we   would   be   forced   to   think   independently.   With 

technology      by   our   side   we   don’t   see   the   point   in   thinking   independently.      Google   is   most   common 

thought   when   someone   speaks   of   technology.   Google   is   an   informational   web   source   that   many   people 

use   to   look   for   information   about   something   or   someone.   Google   has   a   major   part   in   why   our 

intelligence   is   being   affected   negatively.   Articles   that   address   this   information   are;   A   “The   Shallows: 

What   the   Internet   Is   Doing   To   Our   Brains”,   by   Nicholas   Carr   and   B   “Google   Effect:   Is   Technology 

Making   Us   Stupid?”   by   Genevieve   Roberts.   An   infographic   that   also   addresses   the   problems   with 

Google   is   source   C,   “A   Study   of   Students”   by   Moran   and   Firth.   All   these   sources   indicate   that   Google 

is   negatively   affecting   us   making   our   ability   to   think   deeply   statistics   decrease,   negatively   affecting   our 

memory,   and   by   making   us   so   dependent   on   technology.  

First   of   all,   Google   is   negatively   affecting   our   ability   to   think   deeply   about   something.   What 

really   makes   us   intelligent   is   by   thinking   deeply   about   something   and   not   about   how   fast   we   can   find 

information   online   on   Google.   If   we   have   concentrated   thoughts   we   are   intelligent   and   if   we   keep   getting 

distracted   every   minute   or   so   by   some   ad   we   are   just   losing   concentration.   According   to   Carr,   “And 

deep   thinking   brain   scientist   have   discovered,   happens   only   when   our   minds   are   calm   and   attentive.”   In 

reality   how   can   we   be   calm   and   attentive   of   something   when   ads   keep   popping   up   it   makes   us   lose   our 



train   of   thought.   My   younger   brother   has   grown   up   with   Google   and   when   he   does   homework   he   gets 

easily   distracted   with   any   ad   that   pops   up.   When   he   takes   the   ad   off   and   gets   back   to   work   he   struggles 

for   10   minutes   trying   to   remember   what   he   was   doing.   Not   many   people   see   the   harm   in   getting 

distracted   for   a   couple   minutes   but   the   truth   is,   it   can   have   many   outcomes.   In   article   A   Carr   states,   “If 

we're   distracted   we   understand   less,   remember   less,   and   learn   less.”   By   just   getting   distracted   it   can 

harm   your   intelligence   in   ways   that   one   does   not   think   about   at   that   moment.   The   next   day   when   you   go 

to   school   or   a   meeting   you   have   a   possible   chance   of   getting   distracted   and   understanding   less   when   you 

need   it   at   the   time   of   most   for   example   in   the   time   of   a   test.   You   were   distracted   Thursday   night   texting 

that   you   completely   forgot   to   study   for   an   exam.   The   truth   is   that   Google   gives   you   information   at   that 

moment   but   not   in   your   daily   life   when   you   might   need   it   the   most.  

Secondly,   Google   can   negatively   affect   our   memory.   If   you   want   to   figure   something   out   you 

look   for   it   in   Google.   When   you   need   it   again,   your   memory   might   not   recall   it   because   you   did   not   go 

through   many   obstacles   to   obtain   your   information.   That’s   why   our   intelligence   is   not   as   high   as   it   could 

be.   According   to   Moran   and   Firth,   “In   the   Past   (without   Google):   The   next   time   the   same   information 

isn’t   available,   we’re   more   likely   to   remember   it   since   we   took   the   time   to   enhance   the   information   in 

our   mind.”   The   outcome   of   not   having   internet   access   is   making   information   more   harder   to   find.   Once 

found   you   take   more   time   to   enhance   the   information   and   value   it   making   it   more   common   to   remember 

it   for   the   next   time.   Without   Google   our   memory   would   be   so   much   stronger   than   now.   Moran   and   Firth 

explain,   “In   the   Present   (with   Google):   When   the   information   is   saved   externally,   we   usually   don’t 

memorize   it,   but   rather   remember   the   place   where   we   can   find   it.”   This   makes   us   so   dependant   on 

technology   other   than   valuing   the   information   achieved   and   saving   it   onto   your   memory.   Your   mind 

works   in   simple   ways   that   we   can   not   control,   if   we   look   something   up   on   Google   we   get   the 



information   and   close   the   tab.   If   we   find   it   ourselves   through   levels   we   will   feel   more   responsible   and 

remember   it.   Our   memory   is   an   important   part   of   intelligence   so   Google   negatively   affecting   our   memory 

is   a   bad   sign.  

Third   of   all,   Google   is   making   us   so   dependant   on   the   internet   (Google)   that   we   are   becoming 

more   stupid   on   using   our   own   brains.   With   positive   consequence   come   negative   ones   as   well.   Moran 

and   Firth   state,   “These   tools   have   replaced   our   need   to   memorize   and   detail;   and   without   these   tools   we 

may   be   lost.”   We   depend   on   google   so   much   that   the   biggest   consequence   there   is,   is   basically   making 

our   brains   weak.   We   rely   on   them   as   if   it’s   a   good   bestfriend   that   will   always   be   there,   what   we   don’t 

think   about   is   the   consequences      there   may   be   on   it.   For   example   Moran   and   Firth   indicate,   “The 

internet   is   filled   with   incorrect   information   which   may   lead   to   being   misinformed.”   The   question   now   is 

what   will   the   person   do   once   they   find   out   that   their   dependable   information   is   wrong,   easy   they   will 

look   for   more.   What   they   don’t   think   about   is   what   if   they   lost   their   phone   or   the   internet   went   down, 

their   dependable   best   friend   will   not   be   so   dependable   at   that   moment.   Sure   others   may   say   using 

Google’s   information   daily   refreshes   our   mind   and   even   if   Google   goes   out   we   can   still   go   back   to 

computer   based   memories   that   are   accessible.   That   might   be   true   and   you   might   have   a   point,   but   what 

if   you   have   the   incorrect   information   saved   an   all   this   time   you   have   been   refreshed   with   the   wrong 

information.   That   also   will   still   not   fix   the   fact   that   your   deep   thinking   will   negatively   be   affected   because 

you   assume   that   you   have   the   right   answer   so   there   will   not   be   a   reason   to   doubt.  

To   sum   up,   Google   is   negatively   affecting   us.   It   is   making   our   ability   to   think   deeply   decrease,   it 

does   not   help   our   memorization   side   of   the   brain,   and   we   become   so   dependant   on   Google   for   our 

information.   Our   intelligence   is   based   on   deep   thinking   and   we   can   not   do   that   with   ads   popping   up 

every   5   minutes.   Our   memorization   is   a   key   part   in   intelligence   and   is   always   needed   for   tests.   By   not 



having   the   memorization   we   depend   too   much   on   Google’s   information   not   thinking   of   the 

consequences.   I   now   realize   that   all   this   is   affecting   us   slowly   and   how   one   little   thing   can   turn   into   a   big 

one   quick.   Google   has   positive   and   negative   effects   but   the   negative   consequences   are   more   important 

when   it   comes   to   the   internet.  

 

  


